One specimen of K. rosapinto was collected during the exploratory ¢shery survey VAL 97, carried out by a Spanish commercial bottom trawler in 1997 in the south-eastern Atlantic. Afterwards the specimen was preserved in 70% ethanol and stored in the ¢sh collection of the Instituto Espa•ol de Oceanograf|¤ a in Vigo (IEOV). Methods for measurements and counts followed Matsuura &Yamakawa (1982) . 
Diagnosis
Dorsal ¢n rays: 11; anal ¢n rays: 10; pectoral ¢n rays: 11; caudal ¢n rays: 11. The following measurements are shown in millimetres followed by the percentage in standard length in parentheses. Total length, 131; standard length, 107; head length, 34 (31.8); snout length, 24 (22.4); eye diameter, 15 (14); interorbital width, 15 (14); postorbital length, 10 (9.3); gill opening length, 7 (6.5); predorsal length, 77 (72); dorsal ¢n height, 19 (17.7); length of dorsal ¢n base, 10 (9.3); preanal length, 81 (75.7); anal ¢n height, 17 (15.9); length of anal ¢n base, 9 (8.4); pectoral ¢n length, 20 (18.7); caudal ¢n length, 23 (21.5); caudal peduncle depth, 8 (7.5); tail length, 24 (22.4); tail depth, 26 (24.3); body width, 29 (27.1); body depth, 47 (43.9).
Body enclosed in a rigid carapace with six ridges without spines. This carapace is constituted by plates, most of them hexagonal; eye large, two nostrils in front of eye; mouth small and inferior; lips £eshy; small incisiform teeth in a single row in each jaw; gill opening small, almost vertical situated below posterior edge of the orbit.
The fresh ¢sh was yellowish in body with numerous dark greenish brown spots on the dorsolateral part of the head and body, decreasing in number ventrally; lips dark red and ¢ns yellow. According to Matsuura & Yamakawa (1982) , this coloration corresponds with the description of a female.
Distribution
Mascarene Ridge between Seychelles (Matsuura &Yama-kawa, 1982) , Maputo Bay and southern Mozambique (P.C. Heemstra, personal communication), Walters Shoal south of Madagascar (Collete & Parin, 1991) and the Maldive Islands (Manilo, 1993) .
Kentrocapros rosapinto is one of the least known and rare box¢shes. This species is very similar to K. £avofasciatus Kaup, 1855, known from the Paci¢c coasts of China and Japan and in New Caledonia. The di¡erence between them is the position of the gill opening, slightly oblique and located below the posterior half of the eye in K. £avofasciatus while K. rosapinto has the gill opening almost vertical or very slightly oblique and located below the posterior edge of the eye.
The presence of K. rosapinto, at Vema Seamount is unexpected, although the ¢sh fauna of the Vema Seamount is poorly known and only about 31 species are known from this seamount. Wilson & Kaufman (1987) This study was supported by the Instituto Espa•ol de Oceanograf|¤ a (IEO).
